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EO the Honorable W.T.Miller, Judge of the Circuit Court 
of Lee County Virginia. 
The answer of Thomas G.Hdwards to a bill exhibit-— 
ed against him in this honorable Court by James D.Edwerds. 
Respondent says the Complainants bill is not sufficient 
in law to call upon him to answer in this honorable Court, and 
of this he prays judgement &c. And not waiving said demurrer 
but relying and insisting thereon, should»sother and further 
answer be required of him, answering he says; that it is true 
that said Complainant was taxen sick sometime in the month of 
December 1894, but he dees not recolect the exact day, and tha 
for sometime thereafter, he was quite sick and confined to the 
bed at the house of one: of his neighbors where he had been 
staying for some little while before he got sick; it is likewt 
wise true that the said Complainant remained sick during a ha 
a large part of the month of .Jantary 1895,however abort. the 
middle of the month of January, as Respondent recolects, the 
Complainant began to improve, which state continued till the 
end of said month in a marked degree; it also true, as respon- 
dnet believes, that said Complainant was during the early Stee 
ees of his sickness partially delirious and at times unable tq 
recognise those around him; it is further true that in the lat 
ter part of January, said ZEDPZAABAL Complainant got so he cou 


recognize those around him, not only so but as respondent be- 





lieves and here asserts hés strength of mind was fully retor4 
ed to him, and he became as fully able to attend to hid busi- 
Ress Sfrairs jes usual . Respondent does not know his fathers 
age certainly but supposes he has given it correctly at eight 


years, and respondent supposes it to be true, that a person 


of that age, will regain his physical strengbh more slowly = 


ter a spell of sickness, than a person of younger years, but 
he does not know that the same rule holds true in reference tq 
the recovery of his mental capacity, and calls for proof. of 

this allegation. It is further true that Complainant lost hi 


wife, by death about one year ago, that he had broken up house 
xeeping, and Respondent naturally supposes that these facts 
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were matters of distress to the said Complainant, but Respondal 
ent does not know and has no means of knowing whether said dis 
stressed condition of mind, if the same existed, caused or tend 
ed to cause said sickness. Respondent syas it is true that 


at different times in the last year or two his father had told 





him that he could build @ hmouse at a convenient place on the 
fern, This point was desiznated and it extended not only to 
the priviie-;e of building said house, but likewise complainant 
told respondent thet he would convey to him the land around 
said house and convenient thereto. Respondent denies thai he 
toox advantage of this circumstance in the weak sick and enfee 
bled condition of his father to have the deed made, which is 
the subject of controversyiin this suit. it is true however 
that respondent did come to Jonesville and apply to H.C.Joslyn 
to “o to the place where his father then was to do some writ— 
atigYee aslowe” Inatinnly, Respondent did so at the request of his said 
father, and not upon his own motion. About the Last days of 
January 1895 respondent’s father asked him to coe to Jones— 
ville and «et John A.G.Hyatt to come and do some writince for 
him, the character of which he did not mention so far as res- 


pondent can now remember, but respondent thou<ht or supposed 


nN 
that he wabed his will written. AS requested respondent came 


and saw Mr.Hyatt, who informed him that he could not possibly 
SO at tha tame; Respondent then applied to L.T.Hyatt, but 
was informed by him that he would be enxased on the next day 
and perhaps for several days thereafter in pouay peerse 
and the Messrg.Hyatt advised him to 70 to H.C.Joslyn, who 
competent to do such business. This respondent did, and went 
back and informed his said father that he could not cet Mr.Hy- 
att, but, that Capt.Joslyn had promised to come and do said mK 
writing on the next day. And with this arrancement his said 
father expressed himself entirely satisfied. And respondent 
further told his father that the said Joslyn had requested him| 
to meet him at the river and on the next morning complainant 


called respondent’s attention to the fact that he had agreed 











to meet the said Josiyn as aforesaid, and requested him to do so. 
Respondent went as requested , met the said Joslyn on the way; 


and accompanied him back to the place where the complainant was 


staying, and there said deed was made. Respondent does not kas 


imow,the lana in said boundary as described in said deed," there 
may be ninety acres, and there may be less. Hor does respon- 
dent know accurately the amount of land owned by his father; but 
he a@llexes that it is much more than one hundred and forty acres. 
Respondent denies that said complainant was unconscious of the 
fact of the maxin= sisnin-~ and executin™ the said deed. On the 
contrary he believes and here asserts that he was fully at him- 
self, and as capable of transactin= his business as he ever was 
since respondent has known him. Respondent here asserts and 
charses thalthe copplainant ‘rnew the property he was disposing 
of; that he was fully conscious of the manner in which he was 
making said disposition, and thatm he xnew equally well the per-— 
son to whom he was makins it. Respondent denies that he pro- 
cured said deed to be made by undue influence or otherwise. U>om 
the other hand he asserts that said deed is the voluntary intel- 
lisent and predetemmined act of his father when he was both men- 
tally capable and fully competent to act. He denies the fraud 
so jlibly imputed to him by the complainant, and he further as— 
jserts that in ;oin~ after some person to do the Writines for his 
father, he was doin= the biddine of that father, and that when 
he met the said Joslyn on the next mornin, he was likewise act- 
ins at the request of his said father. And respondent avers 
that on the evenine after said deed was made the complainant 
|told others of the fact thath he had made said deed, described 
|to them the boundary conveyed, and expressed himself fully sat- 
isfied therewith; and that he remained in that condition until 
several days thereafter, when acting upon the importunities and 
jover persuasions of others of his children, he brought this suit 
to annul an act which he did of his own free will ana accord, 


and with a perfect understanding of whet he was doing. Respon- 


dent denies that he ever made any attempt to sell said lend 





@ re 


» but he does lay claim thereto, and he believes his claim to be | 


just, one which oucht to be maintained, end which will be main- 


| tained if the facts can be broucht to the attention of your hon- 


or as they really exist. And now having, answered :aid bill, 


and herein expressly denying every allegation not hereinbefore 


admitted and explained or denied, he brays to be hence dismissed 


D Nae L. f Gant 
i ii . 


with his costs. 
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